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Claude Castonguay to chair  
a task force on health funding  

to ensure the  
sustainability of the 

Québec health care system:  
a report as of fall 2007 

 
Québec, May 24, 2007 – Minister of Finance and Chair of the Conseil du trésor Monique 
Jérôme-Forget announced in the 2007-2008 Budget Speech tabled today in the National 
Assembly the immediate creation of a task force on the funding of the Québec health care 
system. The task force will be chaired by Claude Castonguay, recognized as the father of our 
current public system. Two vice-chairs will assist Mr. Castonguay in his mandate. They will be 
appointed after consultation with the opposition parties. The task force will submit its report in 
fall 2007. It will propose new avenues for ensuring adequate funding of the Québec health 
care system. 
 
The task force’s mandate will be to: 
 propose a structure that will allow for a “health account” aimed at improving the 

transparency of health funding and better informing the public; 
 propose additional sources of health funding to the government; 
 specify the role the private sector can play in increasing access to health care and cutting 

wait times, while maintaining a strong public system; 
 propose ways of accelerating repayment of the debt in order to facilitate long-term funding 

for health care; 
 examine the adequacy of federal health funding in light of the expiry of the federal-

provincial health care agreement in 2014; 
 examine the amendments that might have to be made to the Canada Health Act. 

 
The task force’s recommendations must follow three clear principles: 
 maintenance of a strong public health care system;  
 protection of the most disadvantaged, in particular access to care regardless of social 

status or income; 
 maintenance of high standards of quality for the public and private sectors. 

 
An action plan will subsequently be prepared and implemented. 
 



 
Press Release No. 6 

 

Page 2

 

 
 
Strong pressure on Québec’s public finances 
 
This intervention concerning the funding of the health care system is necessary because of 
the considerable pressure, which will only increase in the future, exerted by the financial cost 
of the health care system on Québec’s public finances. 
 
From 2003 to 2007, Québec’s health budget grew from $17.9 billion to $23.8 billion, a rise of 
$5.9 billion or 33% in five years. Today, the health care budget item accounts for close to 
45% of Québec government program spending, and this percentage is likely to rise to more 
than 50% of program spending in the next 10 years. 
 
Demographics, in particular population aging and inversion of the age pyramid, combined 
with the rising cost of medical technology and drugs, will likely result in accelerated annual 
growth of the health budget in the coming years.   
 
Québec already invests in its public health care system the equivalent of 7.7% of its nominal 
gross domestic product, outstripping Ontario (7.2%) and the Canadian average (7.2%). 
 
Action must therefore be taken now to ensure our health care system is sustainable and 
adequately funded.  
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